REMINISCENCES

have written it. Thackeray, too, failed in obtaining a
seat in the House of Commons; but I cannot feel any
regret that he was kept altogether for other work. We
are commonly told that Dickens had no Parliamentary
ambition, and would not have entered the House of
Commons if a constituency had begged him on its
bended knees. But this surely is a mistake. What-
ever Dickens may have thought and resolved at a later
period of his career, it is quite certain, I take it, that at
one season of his popularity he was very anxious for a
seat in Parliament. All consideration of that question
may now, however, as Egmont says in the tragedy, * be
quietly put aside.' I only hold to my position that
Trollope could have written from the inside a good
novel of Parliamentary life, and that I am sorry he did
not get the chance of writing it. certainly went through the three stages of
